Teacher Information

Garden Notes

The Garden at Chatsworth
These teacher’s notes are for use by adults leading education groups through the garden.

General Information

e It will take approximately 3 hours to visit all these points and undertake all the activities.

e Thisis a guide only. You can choose which points you wish to visit and the order in which you visit them.
e There are many other points of interest in the garden should you wish to explore.

e  The Coal Tunnel sometimes shuts for safety reasons.

e In dry weather some water features may be reduced or not play at all. This is because the water supply is collected from
the moors above rather than being pumped in.

e The garden is 105 acres and it is easy to take the wrong path. However, it is impossible to become lost as all paths will
eventually join a main path and return to the house. Do make sure you leave enough time to include some wrong turns.
It takes approximately 15-20 minutes to walk from the Grotto to the exit with older pupils.

e The only toilets in the gardens are near the house exit.

e  You can find shelter above the Grotto, at the Summer House on the path above Revelation, at Flora's Temple, at the
Greenhouses by the Rose Garden and the archways near by the Maze. This shelter is all limited to small numbers.

e  Some paths can become slippery when wet, especially near the Ravine.

¢ A map showing wheelchair accessible paths is available. Please ask a member of staff if you do not already have one.
While many paths are good, some areas of the garden are unfortunately not accessible.

e There are trained First Aiders onsite. If you require a First Aider or other assistance, please contact any member of staff. If
you are in remote part of the garden please ensure that any message passed on by pupils or colleagues describes your
location clearly.
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Teacher Information

1. Flora's temple
Named for the statue of Flora, goddess of flowers.
Looking along the horizon you can see Blanche’s

Vase. Blanche was the 6" Duke’s niece and died

aged 28, having had five children. The Vase is a

memorial to her.
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2. The Display Greenhouse

Which are the Tropical, Mediterranean  and
This greenhouse was built in 1970 and is split into
[ |

Temperate sections?
three zones - tropical, Mediterranean and temperate.

What are the main features of these climates
and habitats?

The tropical zone is kept above 60 degrees.

What are the differences between the plants
in each section?
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Plants to look out for:

©

Tropical: Mango, banana, lilies, paw-paw, vanilla
orchid.

Mediterranean: Oranges, grapefruit, lemon, and an
olive tree.

Temperate: Camellia, Magnolia, and Rhododendron.
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3. The Cottage Garden :
: Why is this area call e
This was built in 1989. There are four levels; the : -
: Gardeno .
knot garden, the living space, the bedroom and : X
the vegetable garden. The furniture includes a : Think about the shapes, plants and layout.
bed, chairs, tables and fireplace.
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4. The Sensory Garden

Look for: Colours, shapes and contrasts.

9

This was built in 2004 and aims to appeal to all

. . Listen to: Running water, bamboo, birdsong.
the senses through a variety of plants, materials

and environments. Smell: Flowers and herbs, strong and subtle smells.

Touch: Tree barks, leaves, stone, floor materials.

eeesesecesecesecscscsesesesesesscscsssesesesesesscscsesesesesesessn,
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Close your eyes. What can you hear? Taste: Herbs (mint, rosemary, chives).
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How many different textures and smells
can you find?
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5. Revelation :
¢ How does Revelation work?
This water feature is by Angela Connor and was : >
installed in 1999. The fountain works on a five-minute : Whyisit called Revelation? "
cycle and is powered by gravity and the weight of ! Itis based on the natural world. How far is
water. The idea of Revelation is conveyed by the ! Revelation na tural. how far artificial?
opening of the leaves to reveal something precious.

How it works @

1. When the leaves are open, water fills the globe

and makes it heavier. As it gets heavier the :
globe gets lower. :
2. Asthe globe lowers it presses on the leaves and  :
makes them close. :
3. The leaves stay closed until the globe discharges
the water. As it is now lighter, the globe rises :
and allows the leaves to reopen. :
7. The Kitchen Gardens : ;

Depending on the season, you might see figs, @

¢ bay trees, melons, tomatoes, carrots, pears,
Carriages restaurant. There are raised beds, : :

The Kitchen gardens supply the house and

oot

. raspberries, strawberries, gooseberries, peas, chervil, :
greenhouses and a small orchard. : . :
: fennel and marjoram. :
Se .o .o .o .o .o .o .o .o .o .o .o .o .o .o .o .o .:

860 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000sssssscsossscssssss

What fruit and vegetables do you recognise? ’)
What methods are used to grow them? (e.g. greenhouse, rows, poles ) '
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6. The Cascade :
: How fast is the water flowing over a slab?
This water feature was built in 1696 and is fed by : . . .
: Devise an experiment to find out. -
water collected in lakes above the garden. To : )
. (Easy answer: Find a light twig or grass, pace out :
create a variety of sounds, the slabs are different : (Easy g gorg P :
:  the length of the slab and time the object as it is :
lengths and each set of steps is a different height. : a 4 :
. carried along it.) :
NB The slabs can be slippery and dangerous. : :
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