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DF31: Papers of George Augustus Henry Cavendish, 1% Earl of Burlington of 2" creation (1754-1834), Lady
Elizabeth Cavendish, Countess of Burlington (1760-1835) and members of the Compton Family.

Administrative/Biographical History:

George Augustus Henry Cavendish, 1°** Earl of Burlington, nobleman and politician, was born on
21 March 1754. He was the third son of William Cavendish, 4" Duke of Devonshire, and
Charlotte Elizabeth Boyle, Baroness Clifford; his eldest brother William became 5" Duke of
Devonshire.

Styled Lord George Cavendish for most of his life, he attended Trinity College Cambridge, and
subsequently became an MP. He was MP for Knaresborough from 1775-1780; for Derby from
1780 to 1796; and for Derbyshire from 1797 to 1831.

His title was a revival of that held by his grandfather, Richard Boyle, 3" Earl of Burlington and 4™
Earl of Cork.

The Earl married Lady Elizabeth Compton, daughter of Charles Compton, 7" Earl of
Northampton and Lady Ann Somerset, on 27 February 1782 at Trinity Chapel, Compton Street,
St. George Hanover Square, London. They had six children: Caroline (d. 1867); William (1783-
1812); George Henry Compton (1784-1809); Anne (1787-1871); Henry Frederick Compton
(1789-1873); and Charles Compton (1793-1863).

The 1* Earl of Burlington died on 4 May 1834 at age 80 at Burlington House, Piccadilly, London.
He had purchased this property from his nephew, the 6™ Duke of Devonshire, in 1815, and with
the assistance of architect Samuel Ware made a number of significant modifications to the
house, including the building of Burlington Arcade along the side of the property.

George Cavendish was buried at All Saints Church in Derby. His will was probated in June 1834.
His grandson, William Cavendish became the 7" Duke of Devonshire.

The Earl’s wife, Lady Elizabeth, was born on 25 June 1760 and died on 7 April 1835 at Compton
Place in Eastbourne, Sussex — a property she brought to the marriage, having inherited it from
her father. As a result of her marriage, Lady Elizabeth Compton was styled as Countess of
Burlington from 10 September 1831.

Two other members of the Compton family are represented in the collection:

Lady Elizabeth Compton was the daughter of George Compton, 4™ Earl of Northampton. She
lived at 20 Golden Square, London between 1728-1742. She died, unmarried in 1742.

Charles Compton (1698-1755) was the 3" son of George Compton, 4™ Earl of Northampton, by
his 1 wife Jane Fox, daughter of Sir Stephen Fox of Farley. He was educated at Eton, 1706-7 and
graduated from Christ Church, Oxford, in 1714. He took the Grand Tour in France and Italy in
1718-20. He married Mary Lucy on 14 August 1727. He held the Offices of: Consul at Lisbon,
1727-42; envoy extraordinary, 1742-5; and paymaster of pensions 1745-until his death.
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In December 1754, when his brother George succeeded to the peerage, he was returned on the
family interest at Northampton, holding the constituency from 9 December 1754 - 20 November
1755.

Custodial History:

The papers were created or accumulated by Lord George Augustus Henry Cavendish and his wife
Elizabeth Compton. It is assumed that Countess Elizabeth came into possession of the papers of
her ancestors Elizabeth and Charles Compton, although there is no evidence for this. The exact
archival history of the collection is unknown.

Source of Acquisition:
The material was extant in the Devonshire Collection prior to 1 August 2011.

Scope and Content:

The collection contains the personal papers of George Cavendish, 1** Earl of Burlington of the 2™
reation (son of William Cavendish, 4™ Duke of Devonshire) and his wife, Elizabeth Cavendish
(née Compton). There are also some papers created by Lady Elizabeth’s ancestors, Lady
Elizabeth Compton and Hon. Charles Compton.

The papers of Elizabeth Cavendish, Countess of Burlington, comprise 12 of her pocket diaries,
and two notebooks. The diaries contain short entries about a variety of subjects including the
health of Lady Elizabeth and her family, her appointments and engagements, places that she
visited, and notes marking the dates when her husband, George Cavendish, was away. The two
pocket notebooks concern expenditure, including payments made for her wedding day.

There are also papers of two of Countess Elizabeth’s ancestors. The Papers of Lady Elizabeth
Compton, daughter of George Compton, 4™ Earl of Northampton (d. 1747), comprise letters
received by Lady Elizabeth — primarily from her brother Charles Compton and his wife Mary, but
also including letters from her sister, Ann Rushout, and another of her brothers, James
Compton, 5" Earl of Northampton, and his wife Lady Elizabeth Compton.

The letters from Charles Compton include those he sent home from various locations whilst on
his Grand Tour of the Continent during 1717-20. There is also a series of letters sent to his sister
from Lisbon during his time as Consul there, including references to their social circle in Lisbon,
relations between Spain and Portugal and Spain and the UK, the war [probably the War of
Jenkins’ Ear], privateers, and men leaving to go to the West Indies.

The Papers of Charles Compton, son of George Compton, 4" Earl of Northampton (and
grandfather of Lady Elizabeth) consist of a copy letter book containing copies of his outgoing
correspondence during the first three years of his time as Consul at Lisbon (1727-30), and
therefore complement the letters he sent to his sister.

Finally, the collection contains a small number of personal papers of George Augustus Henry
Cavendish, 1% Earl of Burlington of the 2" creation. These comprise: letters he received
concerning the memorial to painter [George] Romney in St Mary's Church, Dalton-in-Furness,
Lancashire [now Cumbrial; a list of the stakes won by George Cavendish's horses between 1820
and 1829; and an obituary/memorial for George Augustus Henry Cavendish. There is also a bill
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for the expenses of Henry Cavendish’s funeral. Henry Cavendish (1731-1810), grandson of the
2" Duke of Devonshire, was a noted scientist and natural philosopher and George Cavendish
acted as his executor.

System of Arrangement:
The collection has been arranged into four sections, as follows:

e DF31/1: Papers of Elizabeth Cavendish, Countess of Burlington (1774-1807)

e DF31/2: Papers of Lady Elizabeth Compton (1717-43; 1834)

e DF31/3: Papers of Hon. Charles Compton (1727-30)

e DF31/4: Papers of George Augustus Henry Cavendish, 1** Earl of Burlington of the 2™
creation (1813-c.1834)

Conditions Governing Access:

The collection is open for consultation. Access to the archive at Chatsworth is by appointment
only. For more information please visit: https://www.chatsworth.org/art-archives/access-the-
collection/archives-and-works-of-art/.

Conditions Governing Reproduction:
Copies of material in the archive can be supplied for private study and personal research
purposes only, depending on the condition of the documents.

Much of the material remains in the copyright of Chatsworth House Trust, but some is also
subject to third-party copyright. It is the responsibility of researchers to obtain permission both
from Chatsworth House Trust, and from the any other rights holders before reproducing
material for purposes other than research or private study.

Extent:
2 boxes

Language of Material:
English

Preferred Citation:
Devonshire MSS, Chatsworth, DF31/1/1 etc.
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DF31/1 Papers of Lady Elizabeth Cavendish, Countess of 1774 - 1807 Section
Burlington (1760-1835)

This section comprises 12 pocket diaries and two notebooks
kept by Lady Elizabeth Cavendish, wife of George Augustus
Cavendish and grandmother of William Cavendish, 7" Duke of
Devonshire. The diaries contain short entries about a variety of
subjects including the health of Lady Elizabeth and her family,
her appointments and engagements, places that she visited
and notes indicating when her husband was away. The two
pocket notebooks concern expenditure, including payments
made for her wedding day.

2 series; 14 volumes

DF31/1/1 Diaries of Lady Elizabeth Cavendish 1774 - 1807 Series

This section consists of 12 diaries kept by Lady Elizabeth
Cavendish, containing appointments and entries on a variety of

topics.
12 volumes

DF31/1/1/1 Diary of Lady Elizabeth Compton c.1774 Item
1 volume

DF31/1/1/2 Diary of Lady Elizabeth Cavendish 1787 ltem
1 volume

DF31/1/1/3 Diary of Lady Elizabeth Cavendish 1788 Item
1 volume

DF31/1/1/4 Diary of Lady Elizabeth Cavendish 1789 ltem
1 volume

DF31/1/1/5 Diary of Lady Elizabeth Cavendish 1791 Item
1 volume

DF31/1/1/6 Diary of Lady Elizabeth Cavendish 1794 Item
1 volume

DF31/1/1/7 Diary of Lady Elizabeth Cavendish 1796 Item
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DF31/1/1/8

DF31/1/1/9

DF31/1/1/10

DF31/1/1/11

DF31/1/1/12

DF31/1/2

DF31/1/2/1

DF31/1/2/2

1 volume

Diary of Lady Elizabeth Cavendish 1798
1 volume

Diary of Lady Elizabeth Cavendish 1799
1 volume

Diary of Lady Elizabeth Cavendish 1801
1 volume

Diary of Lady Elizabeth Cavendish 1802
1 volume

Diary of Lady Elizabeth Cavendish 1807
1item

Notebooks attributed to Lady Elizabeth Cavendish c.1782 - 1799

Notebooks containing notes on expenditure.

2 volumes

Pocket Notebook attributed to Lady Elizabeth Cavendish c.1782
containing abstracts of expenditure from a private account

Small pocketbook marked “various memorandums”. Includes a
bill for the dress of servants (including livery), sums paid out
from a private account and a summary of money spent on her
wedding and wedding clothes.

1 volume

Pocket Notebook attributed to Lady Elizabeth Cavendish c.1810
containing notes on purchases for Compton Place

Small pocketbook containing lists of items, with their values,
purchased for Compton Place. The item is undated.
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DF31/2/1

DF31/2/1/1

DF31/2/1/2
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1 volume

Papers of Lady Elizabeth Compton (d.1742) 1717 = 1743; 1834

Section

This section primarily consists of the family correspondence of
Lady Elizabeth Compton, daughter of George Compton, 4"
Earl of Northampton. The correspondence is mainly from her
brother Charles Compton and his wife Mary Compton but also
includes letters from her sister, Ann Rushout and letters from
another of her brothers, James Compton, 5™ Earl of
Northampton, and his wife Lady Elizabeth Compton. In addition
to correspondence there is one further item: a list of jewellery
given as a gift by Lady Compton in her old age.

2 series; 21 items

Family correspondence of Lady Elizabeth Compton 1717 - 1743

Letters from Lady Elizabeth's siblings, Charles Compton,
James Compton and Ann Rushout and her sisters-in-law Mary
Compton and Lady Elizabeth Compton. Also includes letters
from her nieces and nephews.

462 letters

Letters sent by Charles Compton to Lady Elizabeth Compton 1717 - 1720

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her brother,
Charles Compton. These letters were sent from various places
whilst he was on his Grand Tour of the Continent and are
addressed to Lady Elizabeth in London. The letters concern his
travels and experiences and describe the general expectation
of war.

11 letters

Letters sent by Charles Compton to Lady Elizabeth Compton June - July 1727

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her brother,
Charles Compton. The letters were sent by Charles Compton
from London to Lady Elizabeth at Castle Ashby, the family seat
of the Earls of Northampton. Letters concern negotiations with
Sir Berkeley Lucy regarding the marriage settlement of his
daughter, Mary Lucy, to whom Charles was engaged. Other
subjects concern the death of King George |, letters sent to all
Vice-Consuls seeking employment, attendance with their
brother, James Compton, 5" Earl of Northampton to kiss the
Prince's hand, the King's speech to the Lords (27 June) and
the Duke of Newcastle helping Charles Compton renew his
Patent. Charles also writes about his appointment as Consul at
Lisbon in September 1727 and says that Mr Hunt, his secretary
was sent on ahead.
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DF31/2/1/3

DF31/2/1/4

DF31/2/1/5

DF31/2/1/6
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15 letters

Letters sent by Charles Compton and Mary Compton to Lady 31 October 1727 - 22
Elizabeth Compton October 1728

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her brother,
Charles Compton and his wife, Mary Compton. Letters sent
from Lisbon, where Charles Compton was Consul, except the
first letter which was posted at Plymouth prior to sailing.

The letters concern the Comptons’ temporary accommodation
with Major General Dormer, envoy and late consul to Mr
Burnett. Letters give an insight into the life of the Comptons
and their social circle at this time, with many letters from Mary
Compton discussing domestic affairs. Letters from Charles
Compton concern matters of public interest, including the
deteriorating relationship between Spain and Portugal,
Parliamentary Election matters in England and the effect of it
on the fortunes of the family, and the arrival of Lord Tyrawley
on 21 April 1728 as a new ambassador.

27 letters

Letters sent by Charles Compton and Mary Compton to Lady 17 November 1728 -
Elizabeth Compton 17 November 1729

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her brother,
Charles Compton and his wife, Mary Compton. Letters sent
from Lisbon, where Charles Compton was Consul. They give
an insight into the life of the Compton's and their social circle at
this time, with many letters from Mary Compton discussing
domestic affairs and many letters from Charles Compton
concerning matters of public interest. There is also reference to
the birth of Mary Compton, Charles and Mary's daughter, [born
on 11 November 1729].

27 letters

Letters sent by Charles Compton to Lady Elizabeth Compton 27 December 1729 -
23 October 1731

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her brother,

Charles Compton. Letters concern domestic affairs and

matters of public interest.

36 letters

Letters sent by Charles Compton to Lady Elizabeth Compton 6 June 1732 - 15
October 1733

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her brother,
Charles Compton. Letters concern domestic affairs and
matters of public interest.
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32 letters
DF31/2/1/7 Letters sent by Charles Compton and Mary Compton to Lady November 1733 - Item
Elizabeth Compton October 1734

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her brother,
Charles Compton and his wife, Mary Compton. Letters concern
domestic affairs and matters of public interest, including: the
expectation of war; their brother George Compton standing for
the Parliamentary seat of Northampton; the deception of Mr
Hunt, Charles Compton's secretary, who embezzled and
gambled Charles Compton's money, leaving him with no
savings; advice from Lord Wilmington; and the birth of
daughter Elizabeth Compton [on 11 September 1734].

19 letters
DF31/2/1/8 Letters sent by Charles Compton and Mary Compton to Lady November 1734 - ltem
Elizabeth Compton October 1735

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her brother,
Charles Compton and his wife, Mary Compton. Letters concern
domestic affairs and matters of public interest.

21 letters
DF31/2/1/9 Letters sent by Charles Compton and Mary Compton to Lady November 1735 - Item
Elizabeth Compton October 1736

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her brother,
Charles Compton and his wife, Mary Compton. Letters concern
domestic affairs and matters of public interest.

17 letters
DF31/2/1/10 Letters sent by Charles Compton and Mary Compton to Lady November 1736 - Item
Elizabeth Compton October 1737

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her brother,
Charles Compton and his wife, Mary Compton. Letters concern
domestic affairs and matters of public interest.

21 letters
DF31/2/1/11 Letters sent by Charles Compton and Mary Compton to Lady November 1737 - Item
Elizabeth Compton September 1738
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DF31/2/1/12

DF31/2/1/13

DF31/2/1/14

DF31/2/1/15

Elizabeth Cavendish, Countess of Burlington (1760-1835) and members of the Compton Family.

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her brother,
Charles Compton and his wife, Mary Compton. Letters concern
domestic affairs and matters of public interest, including the
birth of their second son, Spencer Compton [on 23 August
1738].

19 letters

Letters sent by Charles Compton and Mary Compton to Lady November 1739 -
Elizabeth Compton June 1741

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her brother,
Charles Compton and his wife, Mary Compton. Letters concern
domestic affairs and matters of public interest, including: war
[presumably the War of Jenkins’ Ear] and the King of Spain
banning all English goods; privateers; men going to the West
Indies; Captain Clealand; trade; and their sister-in-law Lady
Northampton's death on 13 March 1741.

34 |etters

Letters sent by Charles Compton and Mary Compton to Lady July 1741 - January
Elizabeth Compton 1743

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her brother,
Charles Compton and his wife, Mary Compton. Letters concern
domestic affairs and matters of public interest, including
Westminster strikes, Charles Compton being appointed as
Charge d'Affaires, and the new Portuguese ambassador.

30 letters

Letters sent by Elizabeth Compton, Countess of Northampton 5June 1724 - 2
to Lady Elizabeth Compton December 1727

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her sister-in-law,
Elizabeth Compton, Countess of Northampton.

9 letters

Letters sent by Elizabeth Compton, Countess of Northampton 7 July 1727 -9
to Lady Elizabeth Compton December 1732
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DF31/2/1/16

DF31/2/1/17

DF31/2/1/18

DF31/2/1/19

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her sister-in-law,
Elizabeth Compton, Countess of Northampton. Letters concern
details of domestic and family life. The letters fall under the
following date ranges:

7 July 1727 - 31 March 1729 (22 letters)

2 October 1729 - 22 November 1731 (16 letters)
24 June 1732 - 9 December 1732 (5 letters)

43 letters

Letters sent by Elizabeth Compton, Countess of Northampton 2 September 1733 -

to Lady Elizabeth Compton 5 July 1737

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her sister-in-law,
Elizabeth Compton, Countess of Northampton. Letters were
sent from Compton Place and Castle Ashby and concern
details of domestic and family life and include comments on
the perils and hardship of coach travel and highwaymen in the
period. The letters fall under the following date ranges:

2 September 1733 - 14 September 1735 (10 letters)
10 November 1735 - 5 July 1737 (13 letters)

23 letters

Letters sent by James Compton, 5" Earl of Northampton to 1727 - 1741
Lady Elizabeth Compton

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her brother, James
Compton, 5™ Earl of Northampton. Letters concern details of
domestic and family life.

16 letters
Letters sent by Ann Rushout to Lady Elizabeth Compton 1727 - 1742

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her sister, Ann
Rushout. Letters concern details of domestic and family life.

29 letters

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her nieces and 1727 - 1741
nephews

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by her young nieces
and nephews, including Jane Compton, Anne Compton,
Margaret Compton and Mary Gore.

29 letters
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DF31/2/1/20

DF31/2/2

DF31/2/2/1

DF31/3/1

Letters sent to Lady Elizabeth Compton by Ann Cecil and 1710; [1730s]

[Charles Fox]

Includes one letter dated 30 September 1710 addressed to
Lady Betty Compton at Castle Ashby, signed Cha[rles] Fox
and three letters (one dated 1734 and two undated) sent to
Lady Elizabeth Compton by Ann Cecil from Hatfield and Acton.

4 letters
Accounts of Lady Elizabeth Compton 1834

This series contains only one item: a list of jewellery given by
Lady Elizabeth Compton as a gift.

List of jewellery apparently given to Lady Blanche Cavendish 1834
by Lady Elizabeth Cavendish

The jewellery was apparently given by Lady Elizabeth
Cavendish in the year before her death. Blanche Cavendish
was the wife of Lady Elizabeth’s grandson William Cavendish
(later 7" Duke of Devonshire).

The list is accompanied by a letter which must have been
written at a much later date: it is addressed to Evelyn
Cavendish (wife of Victor Cavendish, 9" Duke of Devonshire)
from Blanche Egerton (granddaughter of Blanche Cavendish),
and provides some context for the enclosed accounts.

Papers of Charles Compton (1698 - 1755) 1727 - 1730

This section contains the papers of Charles Compton, son of
George Compton, 4™ Earl of Northampton and the grandfather
of Lady Elizabeth Compton, Countess of Burlington. The
section contains one series of correspondence: a copy letter
book of Charles Compton’s outgoing correspondence during
part of the period when he was working as Consul in Lisbon.

1 volume

Letters of Charles Compton 1727 - 1730

A copy letter book containing Charles Compton's outgoing
letters sent during the first three years of his time as Consul at
Lisbon.

1 volume
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DF31/3/1/1 Outgoing Letter book of Charles Compton 1727 - 1730 Item

Charles Compton's outgoing correspondence during the first
three years of his time as Consul at Lisbon. Includes letters

sent to the Duke of Newcastle; Spencer Compton, 1% Earl of
Wilmington; and Josiah Burchett, Secretary of the Admiralty.

1 volume

DFE31/4 Papers of George Augustus Henry Cavendish, 1°' Earl of 1813 - c.1834 Section
Burlington, 2" creation (1754-1834)

This section contains a small quantity of personal papers of
George Augustus Henry Cavendish, 1% Earl of Burlington of
the 2™ Creation, son of William Cavendish, 4™ Duke of
Devonshire and Lady Charlotte Boyle, and grandfather of
William Cavendish, 7" Duke of Devonshire. The collection
consists of the following series:

DF31/4/1:Correspondence (1813). Primarily consists of letters
sent to [Lord George Augustus Henry Cavendish] concerning
the [George] Romney Memorial in St Mary's Church, Dalton.

DF31/4/2 Financial Papers (1810;1829): funeral expenses for
Henry Cavendish and a list of the stakes won by George
Cavendish's horses between 1820 and 1829.

DF31/4/3 Other Papers (c.1834): a digital copy of the Will of
George Augustus Henry Cavendish and an obituary/memorial
to him.

3 letters, 3 items and 1 digital copy of an item
DF31/4/1 Correspondence of Lord George Augustus Henry Cavendish 1813-1831 Series

This series includes letters sent to Lord George Augustus
Henry Cavendish concerning the memorial to painter [George]
Romney in St Mary's Church, Dalton-in-Furness, Lancashire
[now Cumbria]; there are just three letters relating to other

topics.
5 letters

DF31/4/1/1 Letters sent to Lord George Augustus Henry Cavendish 10 February 1813 - Item
concerning the [George] Romney Memorial in St Mary's 13 February 1813

Church, Dalton
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Includes a letter dated 13 February 1813 from George
Romney's son, John, concerning his wish to erect a monument
to his father in [St Mary's Church], Dalton-in-Furness,
Lancashire and a letter from Will[ia]m [Atkinson] who is
unhappy about where John Romney wishes to place his
father's memorial and asks Lord George Cavendish, as Lay
Rector of the Parish, if he could speak with John Romney on
the subject.

2 letters

DF31/4/1/2 Letter sent to the Secretary of War by Lord George Augustus 17 September 1800 Item
Henry Cavendish

Letter concerning the history of a persistent army deserter.
1 letter

DF31/4/1/3 Letter sent to the Lord George August Henry Cavendish by ltem
Lord Grey

Regrets he cannot accept invitation and discusses political
issues.

1 letter

DF31/4/1/4 Letter from Earl Grey to George Augustus Cavendish 5 September 1831 ltem
Regarding Lord George's peerage.

DF31/4/1/5 Letter sent to Lord George Augustus Henry Cavendish by Lord [1827] ltem
Stanley,

Letter concerning the debt of Beau Brummell and the [George]
Romney Memorial in St Mary's Church, Dalton-in-Furness.

1 letter

DF31/4/2 Financial Papers of Lord George Augustus Henry Cavendish 1810; ¢.1829 Series

This section contains the funeral expenses for Henry
Cavendish (the scientist) and a list of the stakes won by
George Cavendish's horses between 1820 and 1829.

2 items

DF31/4/2/1 Expenses for the Funeral of Henry Cavendish 29 August 1810 Item
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DF31/4/2/2

DF31/4/3

DF31/4/3/1

DF31/4/3/2

Bill for the expenses of Henry Cavendish's funeral issued by
Mr Swift to George Cavendish as Henry Cavendish's Executor.
Henry Cavendish (1731-1810) was the son of Charles, son of
the 2" Duke of Devonshire, and was a noted scientist and
natural philosopher.

1 item

List of Stakes Won by Horses Owned by George Augustus c.1829
Henry Cavendish

List of stakes won by horses owned by Lord George
Cavendish between 1820 and 1829.

1item
Other Papers of Lord George Augustus Henry Cavendish c.1834

This section includes an obituary/memorial for George
Augustus Henry Cavendish, 1* Earl of Burlington, and a digital
copy of his will.

1 item and 1 digital record

Obituary of George Cavendish, 1% Earl of Burlington c.1834

1item

Copy of the Will of George Cavendish, 1st Earl of Burlington 11 Junel834

Digital copy of the Will of George Augustus Henry Cavendish,
1st Earl of Burlington of the 2™ Creation.

Digital copy only
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